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NEW YORK CHAPTER
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

CONSTITUTION

PREAMBLE

In order to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights
and the worth and dignity of each human being, to promote
active participation in civic and national life, to protect,
preserve and promote the human and civil rights of all men
and women, to secure Justice and equal opportunities and
treatment for all regardless of thelr race, creed, color, sex,
age, or natlonal origin, we do hereby establish this Constitu-
tion for the New York Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens

League of the United States of America.

ARTICLE I - NAME AND OFFICE

Sectlion 1. Name. The name of this organization shall be
"NEW YORK CHAPTER, JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE," herein-
after referred to as the "Chapter," and the official abbrevia-
tion shall be "NY-JACL."

Section 2. OQOfflce,. The principal office of the Chapter
shall be in the Cilty of New York or such other place in the
Greater New York Metropollitan Area as the Board df Directors

or members shall designate.

ARTICLE II1 - PURPOSES

The fundamental purposes of the Chapter shall be:

(a) To protect, preserve, promote and advocate the human and



(o)

(d)

ci§il7rights of ‘all men or womén:who may be disaaﬁanf /4

taged or discriminated against because of their race,

creed, color, sex, age, or national origin; and to act

as the guardian of and spokesman for the rights and
well-being of persons of Japanese and other Aslan ancestry;
To foster and promote the highest 1deals and standards of
American democracy through the Chapter and in cooperation
with other organizations and groups;

To act and operate within the framework of programs, policles
and activities of the Natlonal Japanese American Citilzens
League in furtherance of Chapter purposes and obJectives; and
To be non-partisan and non-sectarian and not endorse any
candldates for publlic offlce or to engage directly 1n any

legislative or political actilvity.

ARTICLE ITI - MEMBERS

Section 1. Members. Any person who meets the followling

qualifications shall be entitled to become a member of the Chapter:

(a)

(b)

Subscribes to the Constitution and By-laws, as well as the
purposes and objectives of the Chapter, and pays the annual
membership dues; and

Is a ciltlzen of the United States of America, or who is a
lawfully recognized permanent resident, or who 1is a non-
immigrant allen who has been lawfully admitted to the United
States and 1is duly maintaining lawful status.

Section 2. Supporting Members. Any corporation, partner-




shlp, firm, association or other organization which subseribes

to the Consuitution, and By- Laws, as well as the purposes and

objectives of the Chapter, and pays the annual supporting mem-

bership dues shall be entitled to become a supporting member

of the Chapter.

(a)

(o)

(¢)

Section 3. Voting Rights, Right to Hold Office, etc.

Voting. Each member in good standing, except supporting
members, shall be entitled to one vote on each matter sub-
mitted to a vote of members. Directors shall be elected

by a plurality of the votes cast at a meeting of the mem-
bers entitled to vote in the election; and any other ac-
tion to be taken by vote of the members shall be authorized
by a majority of the votes cast at a meeting of the members
entitled tec vote thereon.

Holding Offlce. Each member in good standing, except a

supporting member, shall be entitled to hold any appointed
or elected office, except that a member who 1s a permanent
resident or a nonimmigrant alien shall not be entitled to
hold the office of president of the Chapter and shall only
be entitled to serve as a Speclal Designee of the President

as provided by Article V, Section 3 hereof,.

Other Rights. All members and supporting members shall
have the right to participate 1in all discussions, activi-

ties, programs, meetings and other functlons of the Chapter
and, to the extent gqguallfled, to participate in or recelve
beneflts and privileges of all pertinent national programs

and activitiles.



"Section Q.' Quorum: '.At’any meetihg of thre membéfs
fifteén’percent (15%) of tﬁé qualifiéd members Shall:constiﬁute
a quorum for the transactlon of any business. When a quorum 1s
once present to organize a»meeting, it shall not be broken by
the subsequent withdrawal of any members. The members present
may adjourn the meeting despite the absence of a quorum.

Section 5. Proxles. Every member of the Chapter entitled
to vote at a meeting of members may authorlze another member of
the Chapter to act for him by proxy, provided that no member may
hold more than one such proxy. To be valld, the proxy must be
written and name the person to whom iﬁ 1s granted and be duly
registered with the Recording Secretary no later than three (3)
days prior to the meeting of the members at which it 1s to be
exercised. A written proxy shall be valid for only a single
meeting of the members as thereiln specified, and 1n any event
shall not be valid for more than thirty (30) days from the date
thereof. Every proxy shall be revocable at the pleasure of the

member executling 1it.

Section 6. Annual Meeting. A meeting of the members of

the Chapter shall be held annually for the election of directors

and the transaction of other business at a date as set forth in

the By-Laws.

ARTICLE IV - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1. Administration. The executive and administra-

tive powers of the Chapter shall be vested 1n the Board of Di-

rectors, and the Board shall manage and administer all of the



affairs’of.the Chapter: |

'Séction 2. Number. The number of directors Shéll not
be less than ten (10) nor more than fifteen (15).

Section 3, Election and Term of Office. Two-thirds of

the directors shall be elected by the members of the Chapter
and one-third shall be appointed by the President subject to
the approval of the Board of Directors. Each elected director
shall hold office for a term of two years, and each appointed
director shall hold office for one year. The elected members
of the Board of Directors shall be elected by the members at
the Annual Meeting of'members.' The appointed directors shall
be appointed by the President and their names submitted to the

Board for approval immediately after the Annual Meeting of mem-
immediately
bers/ after the termination of the office of the appointed g§i-

rector or directors whichever may be approprilate.

Section 4. Removal. Any or all members of the Board of
Directors may be removed with cause by the vote of the members
of the Chapter pursuant to the provisions of Article VI hereof.
The Board of Directors may remove any director for cause by a
vote of the directors provided there 1s a quorum of not less
than a majority of the entire Board present at the meeting at
which such action 1s taken. For thls purpose, three consecutive
absences from any Board meeting without reasonable excuse shall
constitute cause for removal.

Section 5. Quorum. One-half of the entire Board of Di-
rectors shall constitute a quorum for the transactlion of busi-

ness and the vote of a majority of the Board of Directors



: pﬁeSent~étzthe‘ﬁime‘éffa vote, It a duorum’isfp?eéeﬁi; shall |
be the act of the Board of Directors. .

Section 6. Vacancles. Vacancies in an elective director-

ship occurring in the Board of Directors for any reason may be
filled by vote of a majority of the directors then in office re-
gardless of thelir number. A director elected to fill a vacancy
shall hold office until the next Annual Meeting of the members
and until his successor 1s duly elected and qualified. Vacancles
occurring in an appointive directorship may be filled by the
President with approval of the Board. The director filling such
vacancy shall serve for the unexpired term of the office and
unti1l his successor 1s duly appointed and confirmed by the Board.

Section 7. Resignation of Directors. Any director may

resign at any time. Such reslignation shall be made in writing
and submitted to the Board of Directors. The resignation shall
take effect at the time specifled therein, and 1if no time is
specified, at the time it 1s duly accepted by the Board. No
resignation shall discharge any accrued obligation or duty of

a director.

Section 8. Committees, The Board of Directors by reso-

lutlion adopted by a majority of the entire Board, may designate
from among the directors an Executive Committee, conslsting of
at least three Board members, and other standing committees,
each conslsting of at least three members selected from the
Board or general membership. Each commlittee shall have such

authority and power as 1s provided in the resolution establishing
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'theicommittee aﬁd-whfch'may'ffbm’fime'tb”time~be_grahted“to7

_the}comﬁittee by fesolution.of-the Board.

ARTICLE V - OFFICERS

Section 1., Officers., The officers of the Chapter shall
be a President, one or more Vice Presldents, a Treasurer, a Re-
cordlng Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, a Membership
Secretary and such others officers as the Board shall designate.

A person may concurrently hold any two or more offices, except

the office of president.
Section 2. Elective and Appointlve Offices; Term of Office.

The officers 6f the.Chapter shall be elected by the Board of
Directors from among the members of the Board at the first re-
gular Board meeting following the Annuai Meeting of members.
The President shall be an elected director. Each offilcer shall
serve for a term of one year and untll his successor 1s duly

elected and gualified.

Section 3. Specilal Designee. The President may recommend

to the Board of Directors a member 1n good standing, who has been

granted and 1s malntalning lawful permanent resident status or
nonimmigrant status, to be appointed to serve in a position or-
dinarily held by an elected officer of the Chapter, except the
offlce of president. Upon Board approval of the appointment, such

member shall serve as a Speclal Deslignee of the President (to be
abbreviated "S.D." and such abbreviation placed immediately after
the title of the position.) A Special Designee shall not be

deemed an officer.
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(b)

(e)

(a)

- Sectioniﬁ; Duties of thefOffieérs.k

'(‘a)

The President shall act as the executivé éﬁd.presiding
officer of the Chapter. He shall conduct and preside at
all meetings of the Board and of the members, supervise

the business affairs of the Chapter, make committee and
Board appointments with the approval of the directors,
serve as an ex offlicioc member of all committees, sign
membershlp certificates, and present to the members at the
Installation Meeting, as set forth in the By-laws, a report
on the state of the Chapter. He shall also perfo:m all
dutiles usually incildent to‘the‘office of president. |

The Vice President shall, in the absence or disabllity of
the President, perform the dutles and exerclse the powers
of the President. He shall have such powers and perform
such duties as may be delegated to him by the President

or prescribed by the Board of Directors.

The Treasurer shall have custody of the Chapter funds and
other assets; shall recelve and disbufse Chapter funds

and maintaln an accurate and complete record thereof; shall
prepare and present, as requested, to the Board of Directors
or the general membership financial statements, reports

and budgets, annual or otherwise; and shall perform all
other duties usually incident to the office of treasurer.
The Recording Secretaby shall record the procéedings in the
form of minutes of all meetings of the Board of Directors

and all meetings of the members and shall maintain such



" minutes in a complete, up-to-date 'm;@uté' ’booi{'o’f ‘the

,Chépéer; 'The_Secfétéry shall kegp the ﬁinutes a&ailébiez
for inspection by the direcﬁoré or the members. The Re-
cording Secretary shall keep and maiﬁtain a current calen-
dar of the activities and meetings of the members of the
Chapter and of the Board of Directors. The Recording
Secretary shall perform such other duties as may from time
to time be assigned by the President.

(e} The Corresponding Secretary shall prepare and send notices
of all meetings of the Board and of the members and of all
actlivitles and functions of the Chapter; shall supervise
and assist in all necessary malling of publicity and in-
formation to the members, including any newsletter or other
Chapter publlcations; shall send any correspondence requested

\zby any other officer or member; and shall maintain and dis-

“Ytribute as needed Chapter stationery and any available
current national publications as may be needed by the
officers, directors, committee members or members of the
Chapter. The Corresponding Secretary shall keep and main-
tain a current directory of directors, officers, committee
members and members of the Chapter and shall perform such
other duties as may from time to time be assigned by the
President.

pf) The Membership Secretary shall have charge of all member-
ship records, shall sen& out original ﬁembership applica-

tions and membership renewal notices as necessary, shall
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| vféreﬁce, shall act as 11aison between the Chapter and the -
National Headquarters on membership matters, shall cor-
respond with members on éll matters pertalining to thelr
membership, shall have sligned and sent to members their
membership cards, and shall perform such other duties as
may from time to time be assigned by the Presldent.
Section 5. Removal. Any elected or appointed officer,

including a Special Designee, may be removed by the Board with

cause by a vote of the majority of the entire Board of Directors.

Section 6. - Vacancles. - If a vacanéj occurs 1in ‘any office

for any reason, the directors may elect any qualified member of
the Board to f1l11l such vacancy to hold office for the unexpired

term and untll his successor is duly elected and qualified.

ARTICLE VI - REFERENDUM AND RECALL

If ten percent (10%) of the members of the Chapter desire
a referendum on any Board actlon or nonaction or the recall of
any Board member or officer, they may request such referendum
or recall in writing to the President. The President, within
fifteen (15) days after receipt of such request, shall have the
Corresponding Secretary prepare notice of the referendum or re-
call and a mall ballot therefor and send such notice and mail
ballot to each member of the Chapter in good standing as of the
date of the notice. The members of the Chapter shall have fif-

teen (15) days after the date of the notlice to respond to the
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Fmailibgllpti. ?heAéétiSn'féquést;d to Bé tékeﬁ‘6§ the ﬁéﬁbéﬁs"
;of'ﬁhe Cpapter‘in_the referendum Qr'reball shall be.sd takén
i1f a majority of all of the members of the Chapter in good
standing as of the date of the notice and who are entitled to

vote thereon shall cast thelr vote in favor of the referendum

or recall.

ARTICLE VII -~ AMENDMENTS

Thls Constitution may be amended at a meeting of the mem-
bers by a vote of three-fourths (3/4ths) of the members present
who are in good standing, provided that a quorum 1is in attend-
ance and acts throughout the meeting. The Corresponding Secretary
shall send notlice and the full text of the proposed amendment to
the members no later than fifteen (15) days before the meeting

of the members at which the vote on the amendment 1s to be taken.

ARTICLE VIII - TRANSITION

Notwlthstanding any other provision of this Constitution,
for the purposes of transition, any directors, officers, or
Special Desipnees who are elected or appointed within ninety (90)
days following the ratification of this amended Constitution by
the members snall be deemed to be the duly elected or appointed
directors, officers or Special Designees of the Chapter until

thelr successors are duly elected or appointed and qualified.-
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